
LOUIS IANA MENTAL HEALTH PLANNING COUNCIL  

BYLAWS  

AM E N D E D  AU G U S T  4 ,  2008 

 

ARTICLE I:  NAME 1 

The name of this organization shall be: 2 

Louisiana Mental Health Planning Council 3 

(herein: “council”) 4 

ARTICLE II: OBJECT 5 

The object of the council shall be to serve the 6 

state of Louisiana as the mental health planning 7 

council provided for under 42 U.S.C. 300x-3 8 

(State mental health planning council) and to 9 

exercise the following duties in connection 10 

therewith:  11 

1. To review plans provided to the council 12 

pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 300x-4(a) by the state 13 

of Louisiana and to submit to the state any 14 

recommendations of the council for 15 

modifications to the plans; 16 

2. To serve as an advocate for adults with a 17 

serious mental illness, children with a severe 18 

emotional disturbance, and other individuals 19 

with mental illnesses or emotional problems; 20 

and 21 

3. To monitor, review, and evaluate, not less 22 

than once each year, the allocation and 23 

adequacy of mental health services within 24 

the state. 25 

ARTICLE III: MEMBERSHIP 26 

SECTION 1. STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS. 27 

A. The council shall be composed of residents 28 

of the state of Louisiana, including 29 

representatives of: 30 

1. The principal state agencies with respect 31 

to mental health, education, vocational 32 

rehabilitation, criminal justice, housing, 33 

and social services; and the state agency 34 

responsible for the development of the 35 

plan submitted pursuant to title XIX of the 36 

Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et 37 

seq.); 38 

2. Public and private entities concerned with 39 

the need, planning, operation, funding, and 40 

use of mental health services and related 41 

support services; 42 

3. Adults with serious mental illnesses who 43 

are receiving (or have received) mental 44 

health services; and 45 

4. The families of such adults or families of 46 

children with emotional disturbance. 47 

5. With respect to the membership of the 48 

council, the ratio of parents of children 49 

with a serious emotional disturbance to 50 

other members of the council is sufficient 51 

to provide adequate representation of such 52 

children in the deliberations of the council. 53 

B. At least 50 percent of the members of the 54 

council shall be individuals who are not state 55 

employees or providers of mental health 56 

services. 57 

SECTION 2. CLASSES OF MEMBERSHIP.  58 

Membership on the council shall be of two 59 

classes: Individual and Organizational. 60 

1. Individual members shall be those persons 61 

who are not representatives of a state 62 

agency or a public or private entity. 63 

2. Organizational members shall be those 64 

persons appointed from state agencies or a 65 

public or private entity. 66 

SECTION 3. COMPOSITION. 67 

A. The council shall be composed of not more 68 

than 40 members. 69 

B. Members shall be those persons whose 70 

applications for membership are approved by 71 

the council. 72 

SECTION 4. TERM OF SERVICE. 73 

A. Term of service for members shall be four 74 

years. A member who has served two 75 

consecutive terms shall not be qualified for 76 

membership until the lapse of one year. Ex 77 

officio members shall not be term limited. 78 

B. In the event of the death, resignation, 79 

removal, or loss of qualification for 80 

membership, the council shall fill the 81 

vacancy thus created with a properly 82 

qualified person to serve for the duration of 83 
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the former member’s term. 84 

C. A member may be removed from the 85 

council by a majority vote with notice, a 86 

two-thirds vote without notice, or a majority 87 

of the entire membership. 88 

ARTICLE IV: OFFICERS 89 

SECTION 1. OFFICERS.  90 

Officers shall be a chairman, a vice chairman, 91 

and a secretary. The chairman and vice chairman 92 

shall be members of the council. 93 

SECTION 2. DUTIES.  94 

Officers shall perform the duties prescribed by 95 

these bylaws and by the parliamentary authority 96 

adopted by the council. 97 

A. Chairman. The chairman shall preside at 98 

meetings of the council. The council, 99 

however, may suspend this provision and 100 

elect a chairman pro tempore at any meeting. 101 

The chairman shall appoint all standing and 102 

special committees except that nothing shall 103 

prohibit the council from appointing special 104 

committees on its own motion. The chairman 105 

may appoint persons who are not members 106 

of the council to serve on any committee the 107 

chairman is authorized to appoint. The 108 

chairman shall be ex officio a member of all 109 

committees except the nominating 110 

committee, and shall have such other powers 111 

and duties as the council may prescribe. 112 

B. Vice chairman. The vice chairman shall 113 

serve as chairman of the committee on 114 

membership and shall perform such other 115 

duties as the council may prescribe. In the 116 

absence of the chairman from a meeting, the 117 

vice chairman shall preside unless the 118 

council elects a chairman pro tempore. 119 

C. Secretary. The secretary shall be the 120 

custodian of the records of the council and 121 

shall keep or cause to be kept a record of the 122 

minutes of the meetings of the council. The 123 

secretary shall maintain an indexed book 124 

containing all standing rules adopted by the 125 

council. The secretary shall also be the 126 

custodian of the council seal, and shall attest 127 

to and affix said seal to such documents as 128 

may be required in the course of its business. 129 

The secretary may appoint an assistant 130 

secretary who shall be authorized to fulfill 131 

the duties under the direction and authority 132 

of the secretary.  133 

SECTION 3.  NOMINATION AND ELECTION. 134 

A. The council shall elect officers at the regular 135 

meeting in the last quarter of each even 136 

numbered year. 137 

B. At the regular meeting immediately 138 

preceding the election meeting, the council 139 

shall elect a nominating committee of three 140 

members. It shall be the duty of this 141 

committee to nominate candidates for the 142 

offices to be filled. The nominating 143 

committee shall report its nominees at the 144 

election meeting. Before the election, 145 

additional nominations from the floor shall 146 

be permitted. 147 

C.  In the event of a tie, the winner may be 148 

decided by drawing lots. 149 

SECTION 4. TERM OF OFFICE.  150 

Officers shall serve for two years or until their 151 

successors are elected and assume office. 152 

Officers shall assume office at the end of the 153 

meeting at which they are elected. 154 

SECTION 5. REMOVAL FROM OFFICE.  155 

The council may remove from office any officer 156 

at any time. 157 

SECTION 6. VACANCY. 158 

A. In the event of a vacancy in the office of 159 

chairman, the vice chairman shall succeed to 160 

the office of chairman. 161 

B. In the event of a vacancy in the office of 162 

vice chairman or secretary, the chairman 163 

may appoint a temporary officer to serve 164 

until the council elects a replacement. 165 

ARTICLE V: MEETINGS 166 

SECTION 1. REGULAR MEETINGS.  167 

A. Regular meetings of the council shall be 168 

held on the first Monday of the second 169 

month of each calendar quarter. The council 170 
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may reschedule its next regular meeting at 171 

any regular or special meeting. 172 

B. Should a regular meeting date fall on or 173 

within three days of a state holiday, the 174 

executive committee may reschedule the 175 

meeting subject to the notice provisions 176 

required for special meetings.   177 

SECTION 2. SPECIAL MEETINGS.  178 

Special meetings may be called by the chairman 179 

and shall be called upon the written request of a 180 

majority of the members. The purpose of the 181 

meeting shall be stated in the call.  182 

SECTION 3. NOTICE OF MEETINGS.  183 

A. Notice of the hour and location of regular 184 

meetings, and notice of any change in the 185 

date, time, or place of any regular meeting 186 

shall be sent in writing to the members at 187 

least ten days before the meeting.  188 

B. Notice of special meetings of the council 189 

shall be sent at least ten days before the date 190 

of the meeting. The notice shall state the 191 

purpose of the meeting. In the event the 192 

secretary fails to issue, within a reasonable 193 

time, a special meeting call on the request of 194 

members of the council, the members who 195 

petitioned for the call may schedule the 196 

special meeting and issue the call and notice 197 

at the expense of the council. 198 

SECTION 4. QUORUM.  199 

A quorum shall consist of twelve members. 200 

ARTICLE VI: COMMITTEES 201 

SECTION 1. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 202 

A. Composition. The chairman of the council 203 

shall be the chairman of the executive 204 

committee. The vice chairman, the 205 

secretary, and an OMH state block grant 206 

planner shall be members of the executive 207 

committee. 208 

B. Duties and Powers. The executive 209 

committee shall, to the extent provided by 210 

resolution of the council or these bylaws, 211 

have the power to act in the name of the 212 

council. The executive committee shall fix 213 

the hour and place of council meetings, 214 

make recommendations to the council and 215 

perform such other duties as are specified in 216 

these bylaws or by resolution of the council. 217 

But, notwithstanding the foregoing or any 218 

other provision in these bylaws, the 219 

executive committee shall not have the 220 

authority to act in conflict with or in a 221 

manner inconsistent with or to rescind any 222 

action taken by the council; to act to remove 223 

or elect any officer; to establish or appoint 224 

committees or to name persons to 225 

committees; to amend the bylaws; to 226 

authorize dissolution; or, unless specifically 227 

authorized by a resolution of the council, to 228 

authorize the sale, lease, exchange or other 229 

disposition of any asset of the council, and 230 

in no event shall it make such disposition of 231 

all or substantially all of the assets of the 232 

council. 233 

C. Meetings. The executive committee shall 234 

meet on the call of the chairman or the three 235 

other members. Notice of at least 24 hours 236 

shall be given for any meeting of the 237 

executive committee. Executive committee 238 

members may at any time waive notice in 239 

writing and consent that a meeting be held. 240 

The executive committee is authorized to 241 

meet via teleconference or videoconference 242 

provided that all members in attendance can 243 

hear each other. A quorum of the executive 244 

committee shall be a majority of its 245 

membership. 246 

SECTION 2.  STANDING COMMITTEES.  247 

A. The chairman of the council shall appoint the 248 

following committees: 249 

1. Committee on Advocacy.  The committee 250 

on advocacy shall report and recommend 251 

on matters involving the mental health 252 

advocacy program of the council.  253 

2. Committee on Finance. The committee on 254 

finance shall report and recommend on 255 

matters affecting the mental health block 256 

grant funds and the council operating 257 

budget.  258 
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3. Committee on Membership. The 259 

committee on membership shall report and 260 

recommend on matters involving the 261 

membership recruiting and composition of 262 

the council.  263 

4. Committee on Programs and Services. The 264 

committee on programs and services shall 265 

report and recommend on matters related 266 

to planning, development, monitoring, and 267 

evaluation of mental health programs and 268 

services in the state.  269 

B. A state block grant planner shall be ex 270 

officio a member of each standing 271 

committee. 272 

SECTION 3. DUTIES AND POWERS OF 273 

STANDING COMMITTEES.  274 

The council shall establish such specific duties 275 

and authority for each standing committee as 276 

necessary to carry on the work of the council.  277 

SECTION 4. OTHER COMMITTEES. 278 

Such other committees, standing or special, may 279 

be appointed by the chairman or by the council 280 

as may be necessary to carry on the work of the 281 

council. 282 

283 

ARTICLE VII: PARLIAMENTARY 284 

AUTHORITY 285 

The rules contained in the current edition of 286 

Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised shall 287 

govern the council in all cases to which they are 288 

applicable and in which they are not inconsistent 289 

with these bylaws, any special rules of order the 290 

council may adopt, and any statutes applicable 291 

to the council that do not authorize the 292 

provisions of these bylaws to take precedence. 293 

ARTICLE VIII: AMENDMENT 294 

These bylaws may be amended at any council 295 

meeting by a two-thirds vote, provided that the 296 

amendment has been submitted in writing at the 297 

previous regular meeting or notice of the 298 

proposed amendment is mailed to the members 299 

at least 21 days but no more than 30 days before 300 

the meeting at which the proposed amendment is 301 

to be considered. Additionally, in the case of a 302 

special meeting, notice of the proposed 303 

amendment shall be included in the call.  304 

 

 

 

CERTIFICATE 

I, Melanie Roberts, Secretary of the Louisiana 

Mental Health Planning Council, certify that the 

foregoing bylaws of the council are those as 

amended on August 4, 2008 at a regular meeting 

of the council. 

 

 

               Melanie Roberts 

               Secretary 

 

 


